September 22, 2011
‘Mr. Mark Vaniman
Seney National Wildlife Refuge Manager

1674 Refuge Entrance Rd.
‘Seney, MI. 49883

Dear Mark,

We are writing this letter to request further help to improve the sport fishing
within the Beaver Island Archipelago. We have two goals, one is for the
enjoyment that sport fishing brings, and the other is improvement of the
economic base for Beaver Island and the surrounding communities,

In the past, the Beaver Island Archipelago was a world renowned fishing area for
perch and small mouth bass. Over the past three decades these fisheries have
been severely depleted in large part due to the increased number of Double-
Crested Cormorants (DCCO) in the area; an impact that has been well
documented. There are indications the small mouth bass have started to return
here, but it has been a slow recovery as the DCCO's are still plentiful in the area.

In reviewing the Seney National Wildlife Refuge website, we found references
indicating that management of fish and sport fishing is one of your objectives.

In the 2009 Seney National Wildlife Comprehenswe Conservation Plan
under Refuse Purposes we found:

“... conservation, management, and restoration

- of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and
their habitats for the benefit of present and
future generations of Americans...” 16 US.C, &
668dd(a)(2) (National Wildlife Refuge System
Administration Act)

We also see game fish management as a Unit 1 conservation objective within the
Seney Wildlife Refuge itself.

We are asking your help to accelerate recovery of sport fish within the Beaver
Island Archipelago. Specifically we are asking you to balance sport fish




management with other wildlife management, and not favor one over the other.
We do recognize that you granted the USDA access to the other islands in this
area and we appreciate your support in this endeavor. However, access to Hat
Island was denied while Hat Island supports the largest colony of DCCO in the
Great Lakes area. While the USDA personnel did oil eggs on the other islands
this past spring, and take the maximum allowed number of adult birds, the
number of chicks hatched from Hat Island most likely exceeded the number of
adults taken, Further, the efficiency of reducing the DCCO population is much
more economical and less intrusive at the egg stage than taking them as adults.
With all budgets facing significant cuts, this must be considered. And having
both personally assisted USDA-WS personnel in their Hat Island egg oiling
efforts in 2010, this can be accomplished without the dlsturbance of the large
Caspian Tern colony on the 1sland

It should also be pointed out that based on historical aerial photos Hat island
appears to have suffered serious environmental damage from the nesting of the
DCCO, an environmental impact that must be impacting the fauna on the island
and one would suspect the surrounding waters from the guano runoff,

Thanks in advance for your continued support. If you have any questions about
our objectives here, pleases feel free to contact either of us.

Don Tritsch

Director

Beaver Island Wildlife Club
Phone; 231 448 2178

- Email: dtritsch@tds.net -

Dr. Jeffery Powers DVM

President

Beaver Island Wildlife Club

Phone: 231 448 2572

Email: jpowers@powershardware.com




P O Box 4, Beaver Island Mi. 49782

Chamber@Beaverlsland.org

(231) 448-2505

October 5, 2011

Mr. Mark Vaniman

Seney National Wildlife Refuge Manager
1674 Refuge Entrance Rd.

Seney, MI. 49883

Dear Sir,

Pm writing this letter to request your help to improve the sport fishing within the
Beaver Island Archipelago for two important reasons. One is for the fun and
outdoor enjoyment that sport fishing brings to Beaver Islanders and visitors. The
second is for tourism related economic improvement assistance for Beaver
Istand and northern Michigan.

In the past, the Beaver Island Archipelago was a world class fishing destination
for perch and small mouth bass. Over the past three decades these fisheries
have been severely depleted in large part due to the increased number of
Double-Crested Cormorants (DCCO) in northern Lake Michigan; an impact that
has been well documented. Bass fishing is beginning to improve, but we still
have a long way to go. .

The Chamber of Commerce is asking for your help to accelerate recovery of
sport fish within the Beaver Island Archipelago. Specifically we are asking you to
balance sport fish management with other wildlife management,

Our Wildlife Club reports, “... access to Hat Island was denied while Hat Island
supports the largest colony of DCCO in the Great Lakes area. While the USDA
personnel did oil eggs on the other islands this past spring, and take the




maximum allowed number of adult birds, the number of chicks hatched from Hat
Island most likely exceeded the number of adults taken. Further, the efficiency of
reducing the DCCO population is much more economical and less intrusive at the
egg stage than taking them as adults. With all budgets facing significant cuts,
this must be considered. And having both personally assisted USDA-WS
personnel in their Hat Island egg oiling efforts in 2010, this can be accomplished
without the disturbance of the large Caspian Tern colony on the island.”

Historical aerial photos show that Hat Island appears to have suffered serious
environmental damage from the nesting of the DCCO. This environmental impact
that has resulted in a bomb damaged surface appearance nearly devoid of green
plants. Had humans done the same legal action would be well underway. Surly a
“normal” number of DCCO's is a few thousand not tens of thousands. Based on
their most recent report it appears that USDA-WS would agree.

Thanks in advance for your consideration.

Stephen C. West

Executive Director

Cc: Chamber Directors
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-the need-to establish fundlng resources inthe future as Federal Sources
wili likely be renoved:with the automatic spending cuts.in, 2013,
ssessment of progress in some areas and lack-of. resources to address
.-probiem in southern port:on of the state :
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-;cormorant control
. *These control- measures saved

- between 1500 and 5000 jobs
from 1990to 2005 in this region
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. Whiskey Island tree nests causing © . Gulllsland increase in tree
deforestation nests
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+$148,000 ($111,000) +$20,000 State MI
GLRI funds?, USDA funds?, State funds?
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